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Chamberlain had finished at the University and was
undergoing the next process in his political training
in the form of a period of residence in France, which
was followed early in 1887 by a year in Germany.
Neville Chamberlain had no such periods of residence
abroad, and it is a moot point, to which reference
will be made again later, as to whether such early
contacts are an advantage in the subsequent conduct
of Foreign Affairs. This much, however, can be said
here; that in the case of Austen Chamberlain his
father planned the foreign contacts in the wrong
order. Austen Chamberlain's sojourn in France as a
young man left him bewitched by French civiliza-
tion and the French way of life, a spell that endured
through a lifetime much of which was spent in
International politics. His visit to Germany he
tolerated rather than enjoyed, and it is significant
that he never revisited that country. For a young
man to get the best out of contacts with Germany
and France, he should go first to Germany and then
to France; to do otherwise is to reverse the logical
order, and is like sending a boy to the University
before he goes to his Public School.

Joseph Chamberlain's father had not been pre-
pared to give to one son the advantage of University
education which he was unable to provide for the
other. With Joseph Chamberlain both the economic
position and the point of view were different. He
could have afforded without difficulty to send both
his sons to a university; but he considered that a
university education was not necessarily an advan-
tage as a prelude to business. Consequently there
was to be no Cambridge, no France or Germany for
Neville Chamberlain: for him there was Mason
College at Birmingham, which aimed to teach practi-
cal subjects and not to provide an education in a
more dispersed and general culture. At Mason